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not retreat a single step and willing to assume all 
responsibility.

We hope that all members nationwide will 
embrace ironclad unity, and through chanting 
daimoku and making sincere contributions, support 
the establishment of the SIS in all aspects, and see 
the fruition of this institution, a once-in-a-lifetime 
endeavour.”2 

In order to ensure the success of SIS’ 
establishment, and to support all other endeavours 
in Malaysian kosen-rufu, financial offerings 
or offerings (Jpn gokuyo) play a crucial role. 
April and October are SGM’s financial offerings 
campaign months, and we would like to look at 
the significance and benefits of making financial 
offerings for the sake of kosen-rufu. 

The Significance of Our  

Financial Offerings 
Campaigns

1. COSMIC, February 2020, pg 3.

2. Ibid.
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Introduction

The Year of Advancement and Capable People 
proves to be another crucial year for Soka Gakkai 
Malaysia (SGM) and kosen-rufu in Malaysia. In this 
year full of profound significance for SGM, General 
Director Koh Sia Feai has also announced the 
establishment of the Soka International School (SIS) 

in Kayu Ara, Negeri Sembilan, which is slated to 
open in August 2023. 

Mr Koh wrote: “…the establishment of the SIS 
aims at providing quality education and fostering 
students who embrace humanism and are 
intelligent. SIS also aims to foster global citizens 
who have an expansive worldview…. The capable 
people fostered by SIS shall also build a world of 
peace and happiness for all humanity.” 

He added: “Nevertheless, education is a most 
arduous endeavour. Other than the huge finances, 
it requires people who are passionate and will 
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Financial Offerings are a Part of Our  
Buddhist Practice

Financial offerings in the Soka Gakkai are based on the Buddhist 
tradition of almsgiving, which hark back to the days of Shakyamuni 
Buddha. His believers gave him alms out of genuine appreciation and 
to support his work of spreading Buddhist teachings. In Nichiren 
Daishonin’s time, this tradition was continued with his disciples 
providing shelter, money, food, clothing and other life-sustaining 
goods based on their shared vow to propagate his teachings and 
sustain their mentor. 

In many Gosho passages, Nichiren often expressed appreciation 
to his disciples for the offerings that they have sent, for example, “I 
have received the sack of polished rice, the sack of yams, and 
the basket of river nori that you took the trouble to send me by 
messenger” (WND-1, pg 1125) and “I have received ten strings of 
coins, two packets of river nori and twenty bundles of ginger. 
No words can express how moved I am that you remembered 
me with fondness, just when I was wondering whether the 
events in Kamakura would end up having been mere f leeting 
encounters.” (WND-2, pg 495)

All that we have and are now enjoying in our Buddhist practice 
are thanks to the dedication of the three founding presidents of the 
Soka Gakkai and the efforts that our fellow members, particularly our 
seniors, have made to expand worldwide kosen-rufu to the extent 
that we see today. The unity of the mentors and disciples of Soka in 
striving to fulfil the great vow for kosen-rufu is the driving force for 
the Soka Gakkai’s growth. 

SGI President Ikeda says that making offerings to the Lotus 
Sutra means living out our lives based on the Mystic Law. In current 
terms, this means chanting Nam-myoho-renge-kyo to the Gohonzon 
with deep appreciation, sharing Buddhism with others, participating 
actively in SGM activities, making financial offerings to SGM and 
supporting the development of the organisation and kosen-rufu.

Thus, making financial offerings to support and expand kosen-
rufu is an important part of our Buddhist practice. 

Sincerity and Our Vow for Kosen-rufu are Key

What makes our offerings meaningful? It is our sincerity and vow for 
kosen-rufu. We should make contributions with the feeling that “I 

want to support the advance of 
kosen-rufu!” 

Every cause we make for 
kosen-rufu becomes a cause 
for our own happiness. When 
we realise this, our lives will be 
filled with joy, appreciation and 
a sense of pride in supporting 
the spread of the Mystic Law. 
Ultimately, everything is 
determined by our sincerity and 
our vow to fulfil the Buddha’s 
intent and decree. 

President Ikeda elaborates: 
“We practise and encourage 
others to practise the Mystic 
Law, which nourishes all things 
and makes their inherent 
Buddhahood shine. The 
resulting benefits are like the 
light of the sun and moon, 
giving rise to unsurpassed, 
inexhaustible value. That’s why 
the benefits attained by SGI 
members – who are striving 
tirelessly for kosen-rufu and the 
welfare of society, day after day, 
with unwavering faith in the 
Mystic Law – are immeasurable. 
In light of the strict law of 
cause and effect in life, all their 
actions will become future good 
fortune and blossom unfailingly 
as visible reward arising from 
unseen virtue. No effort we 
make in our Buddhist practice is 
ever wasted.”3  

Sincerity has always been 
at the heart of our financial 
offerings campaigns. The 
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founding of the Soka Gakkai began with second president Soka 
Gakkai contributing his money, time and efforts towards the 
publication of his mentor’s Soka kyoikugaku taikei (The System of 

Value-Creating Pedagogy) on November 18, 1930. He even had the title 
inscribed in gold stamping on the cover, which was uncommon at 
that time, reflecting the reverence he had for his mentor’s works.  

During the early part of his time as second president, all the 
f inancial expenses of the Soka Gakkai’s operations were solely borne 
by Mr Toda alone. A few years later, he set up a f inance group which 
expanded the circle of contributors. In time to come, all members who 
were willing and able to contribute f inancially did so as well. 

“Sowing Good Seeds in a Field of Fortune”

The aim of Nichiren Buddhism is for each of us to establish lives of 
absolute, enduring happiness and to enable those around us do so as 
well. In fact, from the perspective of Buddhism, each of us has the 
great mission of building fulfilling lives, and contributing to others 
and to society. President Ikeda explains that, as SGI members, our 
mission “is to realise kosen-rufu, an undertaking to eliminate misery 
from the world and bring happiness and peace to all.”4  

An integral part of carrying out our practice of Buddhism 
with this aim in mind is the act of making offerings to support the 
Buddhist community that is advancing kosen-rufu.

In Malaysia, the sincerity and dedication of SGM members in 
making financial offerings to the organisation has spurred kosen-
rufu in Malaysia to continuously scale new heights, and enabled 
our members to carry out their human revolution and transform 
their karma. Challenging themselves to make financial offerings has 
become a source of happiness and gratitude for our fellow members. 

In “The Wealthy Man Sudatta,” Nichiren Daishonin writes: “The 
way to become a Buddha easily is nothing special. It is the same 
as giving water to a thirsty person in a time of drought, or as 
providing f ire for a person freezing in the cold. Or again, it is 
the same as giving another something that is one of a kind, or 
as offering something as alms to another even at the risk of 
one’s life.” (WND-1, pg 1086) 

In saying that becoming a Buddha “is nothing special,” Nichiren 
is saying that, just like giving water to a thirsty person during a 

drought, our Buddhist practice 
helps us give what is needed 
most at the right time. In 
addition, President Ikeda explains 
that offering something that is 
precious and “one of a kind” 
means “pledging to carry out 
kosen-rufu in the course of our 
daily lives while living life to 
the fullest. In doing so, we are 
devoting our lives to Buddhism, 
and thereby open the life state of 
Buddhahood within us”5  

Therefore, not only does 
making financial offerings help 
support and advance kosen-
rufu, it also helps us open up the 
highest life-state – Buddhahood 
– within the lives. Further, the 
benefits that we gain from our 
sincere Buddhist practice will 
also be enjoyed by our family 
members. 

Making sincere financial 
offerings for the sake of fulfilling 
our great vow for kosen-rufu is 
“sowing good seeds in a f ield 
of fortune.” (WND-1, pg 1134) 

Let us do our best to challenge 
ourselves in making financial 
offerings for the sake of kosen-
rufu and encourage others to do 
the same!

3. FLOW 637 dated 01.10.2016, pg 
37–38.

4. The New Human Revolution, vol. 16, 
“Heart and Soul” chapter. 

5. FLOW 611 dated 01.08.2015, pg 20.
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Gosho Passages on the   

Spirit of Offerings
Since your unlined robe has 
been offered to the Buddhas 
of the 69,384 characters that 
make up the Lotus Sutra, it is 
69,384 robes. And since every 
one of these 69,384 Buddhas 
is made up of the 69,384 sutra 
characters, it is as though you 
had offered that many robes to 
each of them…Though only 
one robe, it has been offered 
to the Buddhas of all the 
characters of the Lotus Sutra.

Be firmly convinced that 
the benefits from this will 
extend to your parents, your 
grandparents, nay, even to 
countless living beings, not to 
mention your own husband, 
whom you hold most dear. 

“Gift of an Unlined Robe”  

WND-1, pg 533

Now here is a woman who 
donates a robe to the Lotus 
Sutra. In future lives she will 
not only escape the sufferings 
of the eight cold hells, but in 
her present life she will be 
spared major calamities. Her 
benef its will be such that 
they extend to her sons and 
daughters, so that they are 
dressed in robe upon robe, of 
colour upon colour! 

“On the Eight Cold Hells,”  

WND-2, pg 722

Whether you chant the Buddha’s name, recite the sutra, or merely 
offer f lowers and incense, all your virtuous acts will implant 
benefits and roots of goodness in your life. With this conviction 
you should strive in faith. 

“On Attaining Buddhahood in This Lifetime,” WND-1, pg 4

The Buddha, being truly worthy of respect, never judges by 
the size of one’s offerings. In the past, the boy Virtue Victorious 
offered a mud pie to the Buddha, and was reborn as King Ashoka 
and ruled over all of Jambudvipa [the entire world]. A poor woman 
cut off her hair and sold it to buy oil [for the Buddha], and not 
even the winds sweeping down from Mount Sumeru could 
extinguish the flame of the lamp fed by this oil. 

            “Reply to Onichi-nyo,” WND- 1, pg 1089

…as for the matter of becoming a Buddha, ordinary people 
keep in mind the words “earnest resolve” and thereby become 
Buddhas. When we carefully consider what exactly earnest resolve 
refers to, it is the doctrine of observing the mind. When we 
inquire into what exactly the doctrine of observing the mind 
refers to, it means that offering one’s only robe to the Lotus 
Sutra is equivalent to peeling off one’s skin; and that in a time 
of famine, offering the food that is the only means for sustaining 
one’s life that day to the Buddha is offering one’s life to the 
Buddha. 

             “The Gift of Rice,” WND-1, pg 1125

The “Teacher of the Law” chapter says: “If you make offerings 
to the priest who preaches the Lotus Sutra and hear its teachings 
for even a moment, then you will experience joy because you 
can gain even greater benefits than one who offers immeasurable 
treasures to the Buddha for the space of eighty million kalpas.” 
Even an ignorant person can obtain blessings by serving someone 
who expounds the Lotus Sutra. 

“The Fourteen Slanders,” WND-1, pg 757
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President Ikeda’s Guidance

on Making Offerings
The benef it of making offerings to the Lotus 
Sutra is boundless. Through that benefit, we can 
triumph over any obstacles and devilish function. 
And nothing is stronger than a person whose life 
is instilled with this confidence.

The Lotus Sutra – epitomised by the single 
character myo – is the source of the enlightenment 
of all Buddhas of the ten directions and three 
existences. The sutras teach that countless 
Buddhas have appeared in the universe from the 
inf inite past and will continue to do so into the 
infinite future. The Lotus Sutra is the teacher 
by which all Buddhas attain enlightenment. 
Therefore, making offerings to the Lotus Sutra 
is equivalent to making offerings to all Buddhas 
throughout time and space, and the benef it that 
derives from doing so is immeasurable. 

The Hope-Filled Teachings of Nichiren Daishonin,  
FLOW 427 (01.01.2008), pg 20.

In the face of these severe economic conditions, 
the determination of [Soka Gakkai members] to 
make contributions only burned brighter. They 
knew they were presented with a rare chance. 
Had they been born in a different age, they 
thought, they would never have been given this 
opportunity, and they thus regarded it as the 
greatest good fortune.

The members were resolved not to let tough 
economic times stop them. Instead, they felt 
spurred on by the challenge. Thinking of how 
the wealthy merchant Sudatta in Shakyamuni’s 
day and Nanjo Tokimitsu in Nichiren Daishonin’s 
time had made donations even in the midst of 
terrible hardship, the members were determined 
to make sincere offerings themselves. They wanted 
to make the best contribution they could so that 
they would feel not the slightest sense of regret.

Sharing their determinations with one another, 

members set high contribution goals for themselves 
and then poured their energies into achieving 
them, their hearts af lame with vibrant joy.

Filled with a sincere spirit of faith, some 
members of the men’s division even gave up 
smoking and drinking in order to put the money 
they saved towards their donation. This thrilled 
their wives, who could see the positive effect the 
campaign was having on their husbands’ health. 
Some women began sewing their children’s 
clothes in an effort to cut household expenses 
so they could make their contribution goal. 
High school students took on paper routes and 
elementary school students saved their allowances 
to do their part.

Many who made donations filled coin banks or 
tin cans to the brim with one hundred-, ten- and 
one-yen coins, cradling them carefully in their arms 
like great treasures. The actions of these humble 
members shone with a sincerity that no amount 
of money could ever measure. The solid weight of 
their coins was the weight of their pure faith.

In one case, three siblings from Fukuoka 
Prefecture, all in their teens, travelled a distance of 
40 kilometres (25 miles) for three hours by bicycle 
to hand in their contribution.

Their plan was to add what they saved on their 
roundtrip train fares to the amount they already 
had. In some regions, it was not at all unusual for 
members to walk ten or even 20 kilometres (six 

to twelve miles) to the nearest collection point. 
A group of 26 members in Toyama Prefecture 
journeyed by boat down the Shogawa River from 
Gokayama in Higashitonami County to get to 
the collection centre in Inamimachi. And in the 
Tsushima islands, members also travelled by boat 
to make their donations.         

The New Human Revolution, vol. 10,  
“A New Course” chapter.
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